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DR COLIN CLARKE — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: On behalf of the government and, in particular, 
the member for Fremantle, I inform the house of the sad passing of Dr Colin Clarke, an active supporter of voluntary 
assisted dying legislation in WA. Colin died recently at the young age of 45 years after being diagnosed in 2016 
with mesothelioma from an unknown source. He leaves behind his loving wife, Lizz, their children, Harry and Eva, 
and their extended family and friends. I extend my deep condolences to them all. 

Prior to his diagnosis, Colin was an emergency physician at Fiona Stanley Hospital. Lizz is a nurse. They, therefore, 
had deep understanding of the prognosis of this awful, terminal disease. Both Colin and Lizz became vocal 
participants in the VAD campaign and worked closely with Go Gentle Australia and local media to champion the 
introduction of the legislation. Colin recorded a very personal and powerful video to help Western Australian 
members of Parliament to understand why this is such a key issue. Their messages are compelling and human, and 
all the more potent as they are being steeped in deep medical experience. They spoke of the death that Colin would 
inevitably face—the death that he did not want to put himself or his family through. At the time, he said — 

In my 20-year career, as a Doctor, I’ve come to appreciate death is not a failure. We all die at some stage. 
Ours is not to preserve life at any cost, but to preserve the sanctity of living. Which means preserving the 
dignity, the autonomy and humanity of each individual. Life is precious—but when there is no hope of 
recovery, where there is suffering, our focus should be to maintain dignity and the well-being of the 
patient in accordance with their wishes. 

He also said — 

I would like to see assisted dying laws introduced into Western Australia, to protect families like mine. 

He also said — 

Voluntary assisted dying is an extension of palliative care—an additional tool. Health care professionals 
need to talk and to listen to their patients: To be brave and frank about the limitations of medicine. 

He continued — 

It’s hard enough knowing that I will die, leaving my kids before they complete school. I don’t want their 
enduring memories to be of me in pain, struggling to do things for myself. I want to retain my dignity and 
control over my life and death. 

He also said — 

Assisted dying laws—whether I chose to use them or not—in the end would put my mind at ease, allowing 
me to concentrate on living the remainder of my life, my way. 

Unfortunately, the law was too late for Colin. However, because of his bravery and of others who campaigned, 
from mid-2021, Western Australians who are dying with intolerable suffering will have a choice at the end of 
their life. 

His proud wife, Lizz, recently said that it was always important to Colin to stand up for what he believed throughout 
his life. She described Colin as a strong and principled man who had said that if one good thing were to come out 
of the sadness, others not suffering when they did not need to was a pretty good memorial. 

Vale, Colin Clarke. 
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